Dear Student and Family Members,





Sept. 4, 2007
Hello!  I am looking forward to working with you and getting to know you this year.  This introduction contains a rough outline of the work we’ll be doing together as well as an explanation of my classroom policies.  Please read it carefully.  I hope you’ll ask any questions you might have and I welcome your parents and guardians to do the same.
Our readings all address the issue of coming of age.  Two of the novels take place in America and reflect different decades—Catcher in the Rye, and The House on Mango Street.  One novel focuses on the apartheid issue in South Africa.  These pieces as well as poetry, short stories, and Shakespeare’s Macbeth serve as the vehicles for our journey into the intricacies of language.  We will explore, for example, symbols, narrator reliability, figurative language, rhetorical devices, and tone.

To achieve success in this class, you must come prepared, ready to learn by listening and asking questions, work hard while you are here and do all the class work and homework.  

In addition, you will be taking AP style multiple choice tests at the end of many readings.  Skipping reading assignments will make it virtually impossible to pass this class.  My hope is that this experience will enable you to take AP American Lit. and succeed in that class if you so desire.  To do well on these tests you will need to keep up with the reading, read slowly and annotate your texts.  You may annotate with post-it notes if you choose not to purchase your own copies of the books we’ll read.  Furthermore, I will introduce you to the AP writing rubric by using it to score your essays.  You will need to practice your writing with the class in order to become proficient at precise analysis of the style of the various authors we will meet.  Skipping writing assignments will make it virtually impossible to pass this class.
Whatever kind of work we are doing, we will stay organized by writing down all assignments in our student planners.  Make sure to have yours each day.  Parents, please check it often to see what we are doing and learning.

PARENTS and GUARDIANS: If you have any questions now or later, please email me at hoodd@bsd405.org.  Thanks for your time.  I hope to meet you at Open House on Wednesday September 19, 2007.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Hood

________________________________________________________________________

Tear or Cut Here

Parent or Guardian signature





Date

Student signature






Date

